Latin American Democracy Network (part of the World Movement for Democracy)

The World Movement for Democracy (www.wmd.org) is a global network of democrats including activists, practitioners, academics, policy makers, and funders, who have come together to cooperate in the promotion of democracy.  It is an imaginative new mechanism that can facilitate networking, sharing, and solidarity among democrats around the world. The nongovernmental initiated its effort with a global Assembly in New Delhi, India, in February 1999 to strengthen democracy where it is weak, to reform and invigorate democracy even where it is longstanding, and to bolster pro-democracy groups in countries that have not yet entered into a process of democratic transition. The participants in the New Delhi Assembly adopted a Founding Statement to guide the development of the World Movement, which held its Second Assembly in São Paulo, Brazil, in November 2000, its Third Assembly in Durban, South Africa, in February 2004, and its Fourth Assembly in Istanbul, Turkey, in April 2006. The World Movement is a global network that meets periodically to exchange ideas and experiences and uses new information and communication technologies to foster collaboration among democratic forces around the world. It is led by a distinguished international Steering Committee and the Washington, DC-based National Endowment for Democracy (NED) currently serves as its Secretariat.
Building on momentum from the recent gathering of the World Movement for Democracy (WMD) in Istanbul, Turkey, several important Latin American Non Profits (NGOs) and democracy leaders have been coordinating efforts to promote the creation of a Latin American network under the umbrella of the global WMD.  This regional network will provide an opportunity for civil society leaders from across Latin America to develop a coordinated alliance for defending democracy in the hemisphere.  

In January 2007, several Venezuelan NGOs and the NED hosted a two-day conference in Caracas for the Latin American organizations that attended the WMD summit in Istanbul.  The conference provided an opportunity for participating organizations to create a strategy document to promote the Latin American Democracy Network and create a working charter to coordinate activities for the regional WMD alliance.  The organizations and leaders gathered in Caracas decided to promote the formation of a Latin American under the umbrella of the World Movement for Democracy (WMD).  This meeting and its strategy document were the foundation for a logistical plan to drive the formation and operation of the Latin American network under the umbrella of the WMD.

After the Caracas meeting, the appointed coordinators of the planning committee have been contacting more than 350 Latin American organizations, former presidents and democracy activist to build a broader network. The planning committee decided to organize a major democracy meeting in Latin America by the end of the year 2007, to strengthen the Latin America Democracy Network (as part of the WMD) and provide an opportunity for democracy activist to gather and exchange views and proposals to improve democracy in the region.
www.democracialatinoamerica.org
